The Case for Reform: Foreign Aid and Development in a New Era

We are here today to continue an ongoing conversation on foreign aid reform. For the past 6
months, the administration has been busy laying the groundwork for a new development
agenda.Experts agree that the strength of our development programsis directly linked to
success or failure in frontline states like Afghanistan and Pakistan. They agree that USAID is
more critical to achieving our foreign policy objectives than ever before, yet it lacks the
fundamental tools, capacity, and expertise to fulfill its mission. They agree that too often
decision makers lack basic information about the actual impact of our development programs,
and they also agree that excessive bureaucracy and regulations and fragmented coordination
are hampering our effortsto swiftly and effectively deliver assistance. And they agree that
even as we plan for broad fundamental reform, there are many steps we can take in the interim
to dramatically improve the effectiveness of our foreign aid efforts.
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